
SkillsUSA Area IV 
Regional 
Conference 2025

More than 700 

visitors,including 400 

student 

competitors,gathered at 

the Southern Westchester 

BOCES Center for Career 

Services campus, which 

hosted SkillsUSA's Area 

IV Regional Competition 

the first time Feb. 1, 2025.

The annual competition 

featured SkillsUSA 

members from across the 

Hudson Valley to 

showcase their talents in 

various career and 

technical education 

fields. There were 

competitors from 12 

different schools and 

districts who competed in 

38 different competitions.

Jaclyn De Lao 

Principal of Center for 

Career Services 

Southern Westchester 

BOCES Plains

"Hosting the SkillsUSA 

competition here at the Center 

for Career Services was 

incredible. Our staff was 

extremely dedicated and 

ensured this event was a 

success," said SWBOCES 

Center for Career Services 

Principal Jaclyn De Lao,who 

is an Area IV Administrator 

Trustee for SkillsUSA and 

served as emcee of the awards 

presentation. "You could feel 

the excitement around campus 

once students started to arrive 

for the competition. Itwas so 

impressive to see the amazing 

things our young people are 

capable of from the CTE 

learning experience. Italways 

reminds me of the importance 

of education and the CTE 

experience for students."



Students raved about the 
competition as well.

"Truthfully, this was like nothing I 

had experienced before," said 

Patricia Abad, a senior from White 

Plains who competed in Cake 

Decorating. "I felt like there was a 

lot of pressure but it was also really 

fun. I realized after seeing how the 

competition worked that our hard 

work had  really paid off. We came 

really far while getting ready for 

this event."

"During the studying process to get 

ready for the competition, I realized 

that I was capable of so much more 

than I thought," said Rachael 

Espinoza, a senior from White 

Plains who participated in the 

Animal Careers competition. "I had 

a really positive experience here."

At the conclusion of the 

competitions,students, staff 

members and judges attended an 

awards ceremony at Highlands 

Middle School in White Plains.














